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and Illinois voted unitedly for the bills of 1820,
1824, 1828, and 1832. The principal western
champion of the protective policy was Henry Clay,
a Kentuckian; but the Northwest supported the
policy more consistently than did Clay's own State
and section.

On the National Bank the position of the North-
west was no less emphatic. The people were lit-
tle troubled by the question of constitutionality;
but believing that the bank was an engine of tyr-
anny in the hands of an eastern aristocracy,
they were fully prepared to support Jackson in his
determination to extinguish that "un-American
monopoly."

There were other subjects upon which agree-
ment was reached either with difficulty or not at
all. One of these was the form of local govern-
ment which should be adopted. Southerners and
New Englanders brought to their new homes
widely differing political usages. The former were
accustomed to the county as the principal local
unit of administration. It was a relatively large
division, whose affairs were managed by elective
officers, mainly a board of commissioners. The
New Englanders, on the other hand, had grown
up under the town-meeting system and clung to